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Batelco and Ericsson Conduct First 5G Trial in Bahrain 
**Trial aims to drive innovation for IoT applications on 5G mobile network technology ** 

Manama, Bahrain: Batelco, Bahrain’s leading digital solutions provider, and Ericsson, a world 

leading telecoms technology provider have joined forces to successfully conduct the first-ever 

5G trial in Bahrain at Batelco’s Headquarters in Hamala, as part of the Batelco and Ericsson 5G 

Forum. 

 

The Minister of Transportation and Telecommunications H.E. Eng. Kamal bin Ahmed 

Mohammed, Batelco Chairman Shaikh Mohamed bin Khalifa Al Khalifa, EGovernment Authority 

CEO Mohammed Al Qaed, members of Batelco’s Board of Directors and executive management 

and officials from Batelco and Ericsson attended the prestigious event. 

 
The trial aims to drive innovation for IoT applications on 5G mobile network technology based 

on the market requirements in Bahrain. The trial demonstrated 5G capabilities in a real world 

environment and over a live network, including tests on speed, latency and beam steering, 

reaching a record speed of 25 Gbps.  

 

The 5G trial system also demonstrated a vast improvement on performance in comparison to 

current 4G networks. It was conducted in line with Bahrain’s Economic Vision 2030, which was 

launched by His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa to provide a clear direction for the 

continued development of the Kingdom's economy and, at its heart, is a shared goal of building 

a better life for every Bahraini. 

 

Batelco Bahrain CEO Eng. Muna Al Hashemi said: “The trial was a demonstration of our 

commitment to ensure that we are offering the very best telecommunications services and 

digital solutions, as well as providing a digital backbone for the Kingdom of Bahrain as it moves 

to life in the Networked Society of the future.” 

 

During the Forum, a variety of discussions took place enabling Ericsson to present the latest 

technology trends, and for Batelco management to experience these technologies through 

demos, which addressed 5G, IOT, key industry use cases, the cloud and digital transformation, 

amongst others.  
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Ericsson Market Area Middle East and Africa President, Rafiah Ibrahim said: “Today’s successful 

trial prepares Batelco’s network for a 5G future. It is another demonstration of our long standing 

partnership market with significant milestones to date. I am confident that we will continue to 

collaborate with our valued customers to deliver high quality end-to-end network performance 

in Bahrain and further demonstrate our commitment to Bahrain’s Economic Vision 2030.”  

 

According to Ericsson’s 5G Business Potential Report, 5G has the potential to drive USD 600 

million in 5G opportunities for 5G players in Bahrain. For consumers, it will bring new 

applications like augmented reality and 4K video streaming, whereas industries will likely benefit 

from innovative IoT applications like smart transport and remote healthcare. 

 

During Gitex 2016 in Dubai, Batelco and Ericsson signed a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU) aimed at driving innovation and early IoT applications on 5G mobile network technology 

based on the market requirements in the Kingdom of Bahrain.  

 

Caption: The Minister of Transportation and Telecommunications, H.E. Eng. Kamal bin Ahmed 

Mohammed and Batelco Chairman Shaikh Mohamed bin Khalifa Al Khalifa with officials from 

EGovernment, Ericsson and Batelco 

 

 

 

-Ends- 
 

This press release has been issued by Batelco Corporate Affairs department.   
For further information, please contact Batelco Public Relations Office 
Public.Relations@btc.com.bh / Fax +973 17611898 
 

About Batelco 

 

Batelco Group is headquartered in the Kingdom of Bahrain and listed on the Bahrain Bourse. 
Batelco has played a pivotal role in the country's development as a major communications hub 
and today is the leading integrated communications’ provider, continuing to lead and shape the 
local consumer market and the enterprise ICT market. Batelco has been growing overseas via 
investing in other market-leading fixed and wireless operators.  
 
Batelco Group has evolved from being a regional Middle Eastern operation to become a major 
communications company with direct and indirect investments across 14 geographies, namely 
Bahrain, Jordan, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Egypt, Guernsey, Jersey, Isle of Man, Maldives, 
Diego Garcia, St. Helena, Ascension Island and the Falkland Islands.   
www.batelco.com  
 www.batelcogroup.com 
 
 

https://www.ericsson.com/networks/insights/the-5g-business-potential
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                                                                       About Ericsson 
 
Ericsson is a world leader in communications technology and services with headquarters in 
Stockholm, Sweden. Our organization consists of more than 111,000 experts who have provided 
customers in 180 countries with innovative solutions and services. Together we are building a 
more connected future where anyone and any industry is empowered to reach their full 
potential. Net sales in 2016 were SEK 222.6 billion (USD 24.5 billion). Ericsson is listed on 
NASDAQ OMX stock exchange in Stockholm and the NASDAQ in New York.  

Read more on www.ericsson.com 
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